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Planning Study Review Meeting  

July 15, 2015 
 
The presentation was made by Ragan Smith supported by Alta Planning and Design. 
The presenters were:  
Kevin Guenther 
Terry Reynolds 
Darren Hensen 
Andy Hays (Alta Design) 
 
Ragan Smith has been contracted by Loudon County in cooperation with theTellico 
Village Property Owners Association to prepare a master plan for the development of a 
Tellico Parkway Greenway. The opening summary defined the plan being developed 
for a multi-modal greenway along the 444 corridor.  The scope of the plan covers the 
area from the intersection of 72 and 444 to the TVA owned property in the vicinity of the 
new US321 Bridge now under construction. 
 
The concept as currently being planned includes separate paths for pedestrians, 
bicyclists and NEV’s - also known as golf carts.  The width for each of these paths is 
about  6 feet, 12 feet and 24 feet respectively 
 
There are 3 “whys” for a greenway 

1. Transportation via a multimodal greenway for use by pedestrians, bicycles and 
for Neighborhood Electric Vehicles – NEV’s,  

2. Opportunity for alternative transportation, economic growth, recreation, improved 
physical and mental health, social interaction and corridor beautification. 

3. Economic opportunity – the presence of the greenway has been shown to 
enhance property values in their vicinity 

 
The “musts” for a successful greenway project include:  

1. Access points to the greenway – this plan includes 24 access points 
2. The topography is conducive to creating the greenway 
3. The population distribution is conducive to creating the greenway 
4. The water is conducive to creating the greenway and affords the opportunity to 

create a blueway as well (water passages for kayaks or canoes) 
5. Required bridges over existing water bodies can be facilitated by use of the 

existing pilings next to the Highway 444 bridges – this has been approved by 
TDOT so crossings are conducive to creating the greenway 

6. Areas along the greenway path that are owned by the utility are available for use 
by the greenway as approved by LUB, so the utility areas are conducive to 
constructing the greenway 

7. There are no wetlands along the route, so that barrier is not present 
8. In summary, there are no barriers identified to creation of the greenway, with the 

exception of funding 
 



One concept being considered calls for developing a greenway path for pedestrian and 
bicycle use, and a separate path for NEV’s.  Path width for each of these is about 12 
feet and 24 feet respectively. The plan includes linkages to aforementioned blueways. 
 
One very important aspect of any greenway project is to identify and have the initial 
development phase be successful. Three conditions are necessary:  

1. Get people on them 
2. Create an attractive space and aesthetic environment 
3. Include the opportunity to make connections with neighborhood walking trails. 

 
The Phase 1 plan as proposed by the developers is based on their experience. The 
planners suggested the 1.4 miles from the stop light to the bridge over the water (Clear 
Creek) near the public boat launch as an initial development phase.   
 
Andy Hays of Alta Design reviewed multiple methods to create crossings for people. 
(see the attached powerpoint presentation for those artists renderings) 
 
The five critical stake holders - POA, TVA, TDOT, TRDA, and TWRA have been 
contacted and the plan reviewed with them. Each has agreed that the project can move 
forward on their land.   
 
MANAGING EXPECTATIONS 
The group stressed that it will take until about October 15 to complete the Master Plan.  
Upon completion and approval of a Master Plan the grant application process can 
begin, and probably 18 to 24 months would be required before construction of an initial 
phase could begin. 
REMINDER: As a rule of thumb the cost for developing a formal greenway averages 
about $1 Million per mile for pedestrian and cycling paths. It costs considerably more 
for a path to support NEVs. Substantial state and federal grants are available for 
qualified greenway development. 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
The probability of achieving approval for cooperative grants for greenway construction 
of the pedestrian and cycling paths is good with many precedents available to support 
such a project. The probability of receiving grant money to construct a greenway path 
for NEV’s is slim, but non-zero.   
 
The process for submission of grant applications follows:  
Submissions are generally made in the fall of each year, with results of the submission 
usually available 7 to 10 months later. 
 
The group re-emphasized the very positive situation in which the Tellico Parkway 
Greenway project stands.  The corridor itself is unique from a variety of aspects. The 
single most significant barrier to other greenway projects has been the inability to 
obtain all the necessary land and rights-of-way to create the greenway. All land needed 
to create the proposed Tellico Parkway Greenway is publicly owned, is available, and is 
approved by all parties for Greenway development.  
 
Respectfully submitted 7-15-2015 


